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were their natural heritage.   The first half of this
programme he achieved with unqualified success.
The public works inaugurated during the dic-
tatorship of the previous year were prosecuted
with redoubled vigour, and provided employment
for many thousands who had hitherto been starv-
ing.   Never had work been so plentiful or wages
so high.   A new era had dawned indeed, and the
nation was well content.    In the capital the
theatres were crowded, the workmen employed
in the grandiose rebuilding schemes of Napoleon
and Baron Haussmann, Prefect of the Seine, were
enabled to spend money freely, and the extrava-
gances of the Court and Society gave a sudden
fillip to the clothing, drapery, and catering trades.
In Rouen, Marseilles, Lyons, and other important
provincial cities similar works were put in hand,
four hundred thousand pounds were appropriated
for the improvement of the sanitary conditions in
manufacturing towns, and it is said that at this
period the Emperor never visited any munici-
pality without promoting arrangements for better-
ing its housing conditions  and its  sanitation.
Railroads and harbours made other hives of
industry in which thousands of workers found
employment.  The result of all this was to provide
work for the surplus population of the rural
districts who migrated to the towns, whilst for
those left on the land conditions were improved